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Qualify vehicles; economy and compact cars, 
intermediate and four-wheel drives with air conditioning. 
Attractive daily & weekly rates. 

Free hotel pick up & drop off. 

Courteous on-time service. 

Offices at: 

5:00 am to 11:00 pm 
8:00 am to 8:00 pm 
8:00 am to 6:00 pm 
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E-mail: budgetaruba@setarnet.aw - www.budgefaruba.com 


"AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUDGET SYSTEM LICENSEE" 


Aruba’s Children’s & Youth 
Balloon Parade in San Nicolas 


Nothing defines adorable 
quite as perfectly as Aruba’s 
annually Balloon Parade in 
San Nicolas this past Sunday, 
the first day parade of car- 
naval, and one of the most 
fun of them all. Costumes are 
casual but face makeup is re¬ 
markable and glitter abounds. 
Little ones enjoy the dress up 
and showing off for the 
crowds, as they are initiated 
into the carnival culture at an 
early age. 

This year, leading the pa¬ 
rade was Upgrade Music and 
TOB with a message for all 
youth as their costumes con¬ 
sisted of the new “Love My 


Body” logo tee shirts. The 
“Love My Body” campaign 
endorsed by the Ministry of 
Social Affairs is a reminder to 
all to enjoy carnival but prac¬ 
tice moderation, keeping con¬ 
trol while imbibing 
responsibly. 

Aruba’s Quota Club vol¬ 
unteers were also on hand to 
enforce one of their most im¬ 


portant programs: preserving 
our hearing. Free day-glow 
colored earplugs were distrib¬ 
uted to all parents to be cer¬ 
tain that delicate young ears 
were properly protected. 
They made the perfect acces¬ 
sories to the colorful makeup, 
costumes and balloons. 

(See more photos on pg 4) 

By Rosalie Klein 


Aruba Marriott names Tom 
Calame as General Manager 


Accomplished Industry Leader brings years 
of International Experience 


Aruba Marriott Resort & 


on to become the Hotel 


Stellaris Casino is pleased to 
announce the appointment of 
Tom Calame as General 
Manager. In this position, 
Calame will oversee all as¬ 
pects of the hotel operations, 
as well as the maximization 
of guest satisfaction, finan¬ 
cial performance and staff de¬ 
velopment. 

Tom Calame’s impressive 
hospitality career spans al¬ 
most 25 years and numerous 
continents. Calame comes to 
the Aruba Marriott most re¬ 
cently by way of the Renais¬ 
sance Amsterdam Hotel, 
where he held the position of 
General Manager. 

Calame’s work with the 
Marriott brand began in 1988 
as an AIPT trainee at the 
Bethesda Marriott Hotel. 
After completing his training, 
he returned to his native Am¬ 
sterdam where he held vari¬ 
ous positions at the 
Amsterdam Marriott. 

Quickly climbing the ranks, 
Calame set the pre-opening 


New GM Aruba Marriott 
Tom Calame 

strategy for the JW Marriott 
Mexico City and in 1999, ac¬ 
cepted the position of Direc¬ 
tor of Operations at the 
Renaissance Grand Beach 
Resort in St. Thomas. Subse¬ 
quently, Calame was pro¬ 
moted to Resident Manager 
to open JW Marriott Cancun 
Resort. In 2002, Calame went 


Manager at the Casa 
Magna Marriott Cancun 
Resort before accepting 
his first General Manager 
position at the JW Mar¬ 
riott Lima in 2004, where 
he received the General 
Manager of the Year 
Award. 

Fluent in Dutch, Eng¬ 
lish and Spanish, Tom 
Calame brings to the posi¬ 
tion years of international 
and multi-cultural experi¬ 
ence. Calame holds a de¬ 
gree in Hotel Management 
from the College Heerlen 
in the Netherlands and an 
MBA from the University 
of Liverpool, United King¬ 
dom. 

“I’m thrilled to be joining 
this team of enthusiastic pro¬ 
fessionals and am fully dedi¬ 
cated to continuing the Aruba 
Marriott tradition of provid¬ 
ing the highest level of serv¬ 
ice in order to meet and 
exceed guest expectations,” 
says Calame. 
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Open Pally 8pm -10ish " A|1 Y° u can ea t 
Breakfast 8am to 12pm pancakes ^coffee 

Lunch/Dinner 12pm-lOish ?699 
phone number 586-3904 m ^Eggs/Toast 


NOW Serving 


Coffee *4.49 


lunch and dinner 
seven days 
a week, 

delivery in hotel area 


Free Coffee 
Unlimited 
Refills with 
any 


Across from Radisson Resort 
£hind the "1^ Aruba sign" 


' 5 Burgers Aruba 


delivery in nuiei ared * ^ p ^ Oil 

r orders o»er$50 Breakfast entree! BUPgerS, FrieS.. Ot More! 


National Library’s main branch officially 
reopens 







Astrid Britten, Lara Kuiperi and Minister Dowers 

After nearly two years of ex- conducted an officially open- 


tensive structural renovations 


Digna Lacle Herrera recit¬ 
ing her poem 


Tamara Richardson co au¬ 
thor of Sibling Voices of 
Sunrise City 

and an attractive face lift, the 
main branch of Aruba’s Na¬ 
tional Library on George 
Madurostraat in Oranjestad, 


mg ceremony Sunday 
evening, January 13. 

Aruba’s Minister of Jus¬ 
tice and Education, Arthur 
Dowers, joined BNA’s Direc¬ 
tor Astrid Britten and Assis¬ 
tant Director Lourdes Croes 
in welcoming a number of 
local luminaries connected to 
the arts. The cultural evening 
was an example of how the 
library is a center for not only 
literary, but performing and 
visual arts. “The heart of the 
community,” as Director 
Britten described it, has often 
been the site of musical per¬ 
formances and art exposi¬ 


Gregory Richardson donates 
a copy of his book “Sibling 
Voices of Sunrise Cityto the 
library 


tions, drawing the commu¬ 
nity together to enhance their 
appreciation of culture and 
intellect. 

Aruba’s first library 
opened in 1949, and then 
moved to the landmark build¬ 
ing that is now the Ministry 
of Culture. The more modem 
branch was opened in 1986, 
providing an environment 
where students could re¬ 
search, and youngsters would 
learn to enjoy the written 
word. Both the Minister and 
BNA Director expressed that 
providing a place where 
young minds can explore and 
expand is the essential pur¬ 
pose of the library. 

Towards this purpose, 
the renovations include a 
drastic expansion of dig¬ 
ital services, bringing the 
BNA into the 21st cen¬ 
tury with increased In¬ 
ternet access for visitors. 

The opening cere¬ 
monies paid homage to 
all the arts, with musical 
performances by Livio 
Hermans on the piano, 
Choral Group La Escala 
and finally, mellow jazz 
from famed percussion¬ 
ist Carlos Bislip. Noted 
poetess and teacher 
Digna Lacle-Herrera recited 
her original work for the oc¬ 
casion, “Our Pride is!” via 
video. A new book, titled 


BNA Director, Minister and honored guests 


‘Sibling Voices of Sunrise 
City” by sister and brother 
writing team, Tamara and 
Gregory Richardson, was 
launched. It is a col¬ 
lection of prose and 
poetry reflecting the 
impact of being 
raised in Amba’s east 
end community of 
San Nicolas, with its 
highly multi-cultural 
make-up. Einally, 
poet Roberto Croes 
presented his tmibute 
to the library with an 
original work titled 
“A Book.” 

All this week, the 
library will continue its 
celebratory program 
with daily after school and 
evening events. Today at 
from 4:00 to 5:00 PM will be 
the presentation of the book 
“The Princess who did not 
want to Brush her Hair,” by 
Olga Buckley and Desiree 
Correa. Prom 7:30 to 9:30 
PM will be a preview of the 
new film regarding the 
Compa Nanzi folkloric tales 
of the region, with story¬ 
tellers Amina Meeks-Black- 
wood, Emerita Emerencia 
and author Carol Britton- 
Gonzalez from Cosa Rica, 
with a presentation of the 
film “Anansi’s Gift. 

Tomorrow, Wednesday, 
will be a workshop for aspir¬ 


ing writers ages 16 and over 
from 3:30 to 5:00 PM with 
Jules Marchena. In the 
evening a concert of local 


Carlos Bislip and the new exposi¬ 
tion room 

music will be presented be¬ 
ginning at 7:30. 

Thursday evening’s pro¬ 
gram will be dedicated to the 
art of dance, with a perform¬ 
ance by Club di Movimiento 
at 6:00 PM. The afternoon 
will feature the Jamaican sto¬ 
ryteller, Amina Meeks Black¬ 
wood. She will perform 
Caribbean stories for all ages 
from 4:00 to 5:00 PM. 

Islanders are urged to 
come an enjoy their newly 
refurbished library and the 
complete week of programs 
they have organized, dedi¬ 
cated to all aspects of the 
arts. 

By Rosalie Klein 
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selling now 


exclusive condominiums 


J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 224 
Oranjestad • Aruba 

297.587-5300 

297.732-0000 

sales@o-eaglebeacharuba.com 
www.o-eaglebeacharu ba .com 


Mcllroy signs 
up with Nike in 
blockbuster 
deal 

ABU DHABI (AFP) - The 
world's No.l golfer Rory 
Mcllroy confirmed here on 
Monday that he had signed 
a multi-year sponsorship 
deal with American sports¬ 
wear giant Nike. 

No exact details of what the 
deal was worth were re¬ 
leased at an announcement 
ceremony in Abu Dhabi, but 
press reports have estimated 
it could bring the 23-year- 
old Northern Irishman up to 
$250 million (190 million 
euros) over 10 years. 

"I chose Nike for a number 
of reasons," said Mcllroy. 
"It's a company and a brand 
that really resonates with 
me. It's young. It's athletic. 
It's innovative. They are 
committed to being the best 
as am I." 


ELMAR proposes even more services in 2013 




Last Thursday evening, 
ELMAR NV (Aruba's elec¬ 
tric distribution company) 
held a special New Year's re¬ 
ception for their corporative 
members, invited guests and 
business clients. These were 
invited to "step into the fu¬ 
ture" together with ELMAR. 

With a view to the future, 
ELMAR briefly reviewed 
2012 during which the com¬ 
pany took some important 
steps to guarantee the stabil¬ 
ity of the future of its core 
business, which is the distri¬ 
bution of electricity to the 
community of Aruba. 

According to Wanda 
Broeksema, ELMAR has a 
special focus on the service to 
clients. This vision has re¬ 
ceived much attention during 
2012. Broeksema indicated 
that as of February 2012 they 
decided that the offices at 
Oranjestad and Hato would 
remain open during the lunch 


hour, 12:00 to 1:00 to accom¬ 
modate clients wishing to 
come in during their lunch 
break to make payments, get 
information, or submit peti¬ 
tions, etc. Reportedly, clients 
are especially appreciative of 
this opportunity. 


Another service which 
ELMAR provides their 
clients since last year is the 
"Hunto Nos Ta Spaar" (to¬ 
gether we can save) program 


in cooperation with Utilities 
NV and WEB NV. They have 
a dedicated number that 
clients can call for informa¬ 
tion or for an appointment. A 
special team stands by, ready 
to visit homes to offer free 
consultation on what to do to 
reduce their consumption. 

ELMAR's director, Ing. 
Robert Henriquez, indicated 
that their 2013 plans for the 
company continues with an 
emphasis on service to clients 
and offering advise on how 
they can make better use of 
electricity. Henriquez also re¬ 
ported on some eight projects 
of long duration initiated in 
2012, which are designed to 
maintain the electrical grid 
optimal, and to maintain flex¬ 


ibility, which should result in 
an electrical product that the 
inidivudal client and comerce 
can depend on. 


ELMAR's director, Hen¬ 
riquez, also reported on other 
big projects that will be visi¬ 
ble to the public in 2013. One 
such project is the Solar Park 
at the Airport. Also, the intro¬ 
duction of the Pre-Paid Meter 
located in different Barrios in 
Noord and San Nicolaas. 
They expect to see an expan¬ 
sion of this program. Two 
other elements to receive at¬ 
tention in 2013 will be 
"Smart Meters" and the use 
of "Electric Cars." With re¬ 
spect to the "Smart Meters," 
Henriquez indicated that an 
analysis of the Caribbean re¬ 
gion where these meters have 
been implemented have re¬ 
sulted in being very benefi¬ 
cial to clients. They give 
clients a better view of their 
electrical consumption, the 
history and even the their 
daily usage of electricity. 

Regarding the "Electric 
Car," Robert Henriquez re¬ 


ported that they have already 
explored this aspect in 2012 
and that they are working on 
finding a way to encourage 
our people to make use of 
electric vehicles. ELMAR 
considers electric vehicles a 
tremendously good product; 
good for our environment 
and it will enable clients to 
reduce their transportation 
costs, even more so than with 
hybrid vehicles. 

Clients of ELMAR can 
expect more communication 
from ELMAR during 2013. 
Executives of ELMAR have 
affirmed that the company's 
commitment is to their 
clients. They also affirm that 
each employee of the com¬ 
pany is committed to offering 
the best of service to clients. 

Invited guests enjoyed a 
delightful evening celebrat¬ 
ing a new year with promises 
of many new opportunities 
for all of us. 
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AND BEACH LOUNGE 


DAILY HAPPY HOUR 4PM - 7PM 
2 FOR 1 ON ALL PREMIUM DRINKS! 


FOR RESERVATIONS 


CALL: 280.9967 


BEAUTIFUL LOUNGE AREA . BEACHTENNIS . VIP BOTTLE SERVICE . POOL WITH POOLBAR / 


9 FLATSCREEN TVs , DELICIOUS FINGER FOOD MENU! 


More photos Children’s & 
Youth Balloon Parade S.N. 




TUE. - JAN -15 

7:30 p.m. - Pre-Finals Aruba Caiso & Soca 
Monarch Festival (Joe Laveist - San Nicolas) 

WED. - JAN -16 

7:30 p.m. - Pre-Finals Aruba Caiso & Soca 
Monarch Festival (Joe Laveist - San Nicolas) 

THU. - JAN -17 

Pre-Finals Aruba Caiso & Soca Monarch Festival 
(Joe Laveist - San Nicolas) 

FRI. - JAN -18 

7 p.m. - Tumberito 2013 (Entertainment Center) 

SAT. 19 

7:30 p.m. - Final Aruba Caiso & Soca 
Monarch Festival (Joe Laveist - San Nicolas) 



January 15/16/17 & 19 

PLACE: JOE LAVEIST SPORTPARK, SN. 


Tuesday 8 S"S5w 

JANUARY 15. 2013 « SEJISSc 

5) JE'O 


Wednesday 

JANUARY 16.2013 


Thursday 

JANUARY 17, 2013 


1) SIMPLEMENTE PA BO 

2) CLAUDIUS & OREO 

3) VIRUS BAND 

4) XC LANZ 

5) HOT ONES BAND 

6) D'LICIOUS 

1) THE FAILURES 

2) D.U.R.O. 

3) N.B.O. 

4) ARUBA INVADERS 

5) THISS AND THAT 

6) ZETA BAND 

7) DUSHI BAND 

8) ROBERT Y SU SOLO BANDA SHOW 


PRE-SALE \ AFL. APL 

TICKETS ^15.00^35.00 
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’Zero Dark 
Thirty’ tops 
N. American 
box office 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
’’Zero Dark Thirty,” Kathryn 
Bigelow's controversial 
movie about the hunt for 
Osama bin Laden, stormed 
to the top spot at the North 
American weekend box of¬ 
fice, figures showed Mon¬ 
day. 

The Oscar-tipped film 
took in $24.4 million in its 
first weekend on national re¬ 
lease, and as its star Jessica 
Chastain won the best actress 
award at the Golden Globes 
on Sunday. 

Second and third places 
went to newcomers, the 
comedy ”A Haunted House” 
and the Sean Penn crime 
saga "Gangster Squad,” with 
$18.1 million and $17.1 mil¬ 
lion respectively. 

They were trailed by 
Quentin Tarantino's blood- 
soaked spaghetti Western 
tribute "Django Unchained,” 
which won two Globes on 
Sunday and earned $11 mil¬ 
lion according to box office 
tracker Exhibitor Relations. 

Musical adaptation "Les 
Miserables” took fifth place 
raking in $9.6 million. On 
Sunday the movie won best 
musical/comedy film as well 
as acting Globes for Hugh 
Jackman and Anne Hath¬ 
away. 

"The Hobbit: An Unex¬ 
pected Journey,” the long- 
awaited first part of Peter 
Jackson's "Lord of the 
Rings” prequel trilogy, was 
in sixth spot, racking up $9.2 
million, for a total of $278 
million so far. 

Steven Spielberg's multi¬ 
ple Oscar-nominated "Lin¬ 
coln,” starring Daniel 
Day-Lewis, was in seventh 
place in the standings, taking 
in $6.3 million for a total of 
$152.6 million so far. 


Gold Coast Aruba... 

A Place for You! 




3 minutes drive to 

Arashi Beach 


Luxury Villas, Town Homes & Condos 

Contact us by email at info@goldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 


PRICE STARTING FROM $289,00L 

Visit us for Your Island Dream Home Ownership 

Monthly Mortgage Payments 
starting from $1,650 


6k>bt (/ocrft’ 

V Malmok • Aruba 


Venezuelan ruling party calls pro-Chavez demo 


CARACAS (AFP) 
Venezuela's ruling party 
Monday called a rally for 
later this month to counter 
one convened by opposition 
parties angry that the govern¬ 
ment remains in power even 
though President Hugo 
Chavez is too sick to preside 
over it. 

The dueling rallies are 
scheduled for January 23, the 
anniversary of the end of a 
rightwing dictatorship in 1958. 

The date is often used by 
supporters or critics of 


Chavez to hold street rallies, 
but this year it is particularly 
sensitive politically because 
Chavez is recovering in Cuba 
from his fourth round of can¬ 
cer surgery, on December 11 
in Havana. 

The 58-year-old leftist 
firebrand was to have been 
sworn in January 10, but in 
the end he was still too sick 
to make the trip, as he battles 
post-operation complications. 

Congress voted that the in¬ 
auguration — stemming from 
Chavez's re-election win in 


October — can be delayed. 
The Supreme Court agreed. 

Last week an opposition 
umbrella grouping whose 
Spanish acronym is MUD 
called a rally for January 23 
to protest the fact that 
Chavez's government re¬ 
mains in power. It wants 
strict adherence to the consti¬ 
tution and an interim presi¬ 
dent to take over while new 
elections are prepared. 

The ruling United Social¬ 
ist Party of Venezuela, how¬ 
ever, hit back Monday with a 


call for street crowds of its 
own to defend Chavez and 
his populist government. 

"On January 23, the forces 
of the revolution are going to 
take to the streets,” said party 
campaign manager Jorge Ro¬ 
driguez. 

Marches from the four 
corners of Caracas will 
empty into a neighborhood 
called 23 de Enero, a Chavez 
stronghold. 

Henrique Capriles, the 
state governor whom Chavez 
beat in the October presiden¬ 
tial election, has said he ac¬ 


cepts the Supreme Court rul¬ 
ing allowing Chavez's swear¬ 
ing in to be postponed. He 
has yet to comment on the 
call for an opposition march 
on January 23. 

Meanwhile, Chavez's 
handpicked political heir, 
Vice President Nicolas 
Maduro, thanked Fidel Cas¬ 
tro and his brother Raul, the 
current president, for the care 
that Chavez is receiving in 
Havana, the communist party 
daily Granma said Monday. 

Maduro visited Havana 
over the weekend and saw 
Chavez. 
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S&P keeps Netherlands 
AAA rating on negative 
outlook 


THE HAGUE (AFP) - Stan¬ 
dard & Poor's affirmed Mon¬ 
day the Netherlands's top 
AAA rating but kept it on 
negative outlook, warning the 
government's plans to cut the 
budget deficit could falter. 

While praising the govern¬ 
ment's track record on fiscal 
policy, S&P noted that the 
Dutch economy is heavily 
dependent on exports and 
therefore vulnerable to 
shocks from its eurozone 
partners. 

"We believe the risks of 
fiscal slippage could rise sub¬ 
stantially should this year's 
economic growth fall signifi¬ 
cantly below our current as¬ 
sumption of 0.3 percent," 
said the ratings agency in a 
statement. 

The eurozone is widely 


expected to continue to con¬ 
tract in 2013. 

The Dutch government 
aims to push down the public 
deficit to the EU limit of 3.0 
percent this year from an es¬ 
timated 3.7 percent in 2012. 

The ratings agency noted 
that the country's debt was 
set to continue rising from 
62 percent of GDP as the 
deficit remains higher than 
growth. 

S&P also warned the 
country faces a risk from a 
drop in property prices hitting 
highly indebted homeowners. 

"The continuing decline in 
house prices and the uncer¬ 
tain external environment are 
pushing up precautionary 
savings, hence weighing on 
domestic consumer demand," 
it said. 


Aruba Waterpark 


WATERPARK OF ARUBA 
Ivll KIDS PLAYGROUND 


Ban renews call for Israel to halt 
West Bank settlement 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) - 
UN leader Ban Ki-moon on 
Monday renewed a call for 
Israel to scrap its plans to 
build settlements in a contro¬ 
versial West Bank area where 
police have evicted dozens of 
Palestinian activists. 

Ban is "following with 
concern" developments 
around the "El" area on the 
outskirts of Jerusalem, said a 
statement released by his 
press office. 

"He notes that Israeli set¬ 
tlements in the West Bank are 
illegal under international 
law. The secretary general re¬ 
peats his call that any such 
settlement plans for El must 
be rescinded," the statement 
added. 

Hundreds of Israeli police 
entered a protest camp in El 
early Sunday and took away 
about 200 activists who had 
set up the camp two days ear¬ 
lier. 

Israel recently moved for¬ 


ward with plans to build in 
the area, which links 
Jerusalem to an Israeli settle¬ 
ment, drawing international 
criticism for the move, which 
Palestinians say would effec¬ 
tively end the chances for a 
contiguous Palestinian state. 

Ban noted that the Pales¬ 
tinian demonstrations and the 
Israeli evacuation of the pro¬ 
testers had been "largely non¬ 
violent" and added that the 
right to stage peaceful 
protests had "to be fully re¬ 
spected." 



Aruba's most unique location for your family 


Colombian peace talks resume with 
pressure to act fast 


HAVANA (AFP) - The 
Colombian government and 
leftist FARC rebels pressed 
each other Monday to speed 
up peace talks to end their 
half-century-old conflict as 
the rivals resumed negotia- 


Coca-Cola ad spots address 
obesity problem 


NEW YORK (AFP) - Facing 
new regulations that target 
high-calorie soda drinks, US 
soft-drink giant Coca-Cola 
will unveil a pair of television 
ads this week that acknowl¬ 
edge the calories in its prod¬ 
ucts and encourage 


^S!) landoor 


L 


the S3ndlan (ftlll hou5e 


Lunch Buffet 

Saturday-Sunday 

12:00 - 3 p.m. Dinner 

Monday - Sunday 
6:00 -11:00 p.m 

Palm Beach Center - Palm Beach Aruba - Tel: 5860944 


consumers to burn them off. 

A two-minute video titled 
"Coming Together" will 
begin airing on national cable 
news networks late Monday, 
reminding viewers that all 
calories count in managing 
their weight, including those 
that come from Coca-Cola 
beverages. 

The purpose of the ads is 
"to highlight some of the 
specifics behind the com¬ 
pany's ongoing commitment 
to deliver more beverage 
choices, including low- and 
no-calorie options, and to 
clearly communicate the 
calorie content of all its prod¬ 
ucts," Coca-Cola said in a 
news release. 

A second advertisement, 
called "Be OK," will debut 
Wednesday and will state 
clearly that a can of Coke has 
140 calories. "This spot also 
encourages people to have 
some fun burning those calo¬ 
ries off," the Atlanta, Geor¬ 
gia-based company said. 


tions in Cuba. 

The two sides returned 
from a three-week holiday 
break stating their desire to 
quicken the pace of negotia¬ 
tions in their fourth attempt to 
end bloodshed that has left 
600,000 dead and displaced 
four million since 1964. 

The head of the Marxist 
guerrilla group's delegation, 
Ivan Marquez, called on the 
government to "cease the 
warmongering rhetoric that 
accompanies false promises 
to resolve social problems." 

Unveiling proposals to re¬ 
solve a land conflict, he told 
reporters that the administra¬ 
tion of President Juan 
Manuel Santos must "pub¬ 
licly commit to presenting 
quick and tangible solutions 
that are devoid of dema¬ 
goguery." 

The rebels declared a uni¬ 
lateral ceasefire that ends 
January 20, but the govern¬ 


ment has continued its offen¬ 
sive, accusing the guerrillas 
of continuing to attack civil¬ 
ians and soldiers. 

The Marxist rebels have 
said they will not extend their 
ceasefire unless the govern¬ 
ment declares one too. 

"We are in a phase in 
which we can get results for 
an agreement to end the con¬ 
flict," said chief government 
negotiator Humberto de la 
Calle in a pre-recorded state¬ 
ment, stressing that Colom¬ 
bians want an "efficient, 
dignified, quick and serious" 
peace process. 

Santos, who has warned 
that the talks must conclude 
by November, said last 
month that the negotiations 
were moving slowly. 

The longtime enemies 
launched the peace talks in 
Norway in October and con¬ 
tinued in Havana in Novem¬ 
ber. 



ua rt mentg] 

73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 
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Aruba’s One And Only Department Store 
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Maiwstreet PowntowM Aruba^, 


Menswear, 
boyswearand more 


f\o< 

Textile & notions, 

Article for kitchen, 

Bath and bedroom and more. 


»Office, Luggages and 
sporting gear. 

Comming soon Cafetaria! 

Tel:5822120 Caya G.F Betico Croes 3 In the beginning of the mainstreet 
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International News 

Shebab say second French 
soldier dies 


57 countries demand 
UN Council order 
Syria war crimes case 


MOGADISHU (AFP) - So¬ 
malia's Al-Qaeda-linked She¬ 
bab said Monday a French 
soldier wounded and captured 
during a failed hostage rescue 
raid has died and published 
pictures of the purported com¬ 
mando chiefs body. 

France's military operation 
Saturday to free a French spy 
held hostage by the Shebab 
since July 2009 was a failure, 
with another French soldier 
killed and the situation of the 
hostage unclear. 

The Shebab have posted on 
their Twitter account two pic¬ 
tures they claim are of a 
French commando chief 
killed in the botched raid. 

French Prime Minister 
Jean-Marc Ayrault denounced 
the publication of the photo¬ 
graphs. "This is a particularly 
odious display," he said. 

The photos posted on the 
Shebab's Twitter account 
show a male corpse dressed in 
a black button-up shirt and 


khaki trousers, lying face up 
on an orange tarpaulin along¬ 
side an array of combat gear. 
A small crucifix was seen 
around his neck. 

The operation by France's 
elite DGSE secret service was 
an attempt to rescue an intel¬ 
ligence agent with the alias 
Denis Allex, who was cap¬ 
tured on Bastille Day 2009. 

Le Drian said Saturday that 
the raid was sparked by the 
"intransigence of the terrorists 
who have refused to negotiate 
for three and a half years and 
were holding Denis Allex in 
inhuman conditions." 

Shebab extremists denied 
Le Drian's assertion they had 
killed the hostage but on 
Monday said they had de¬ 
cided his "fate." 

On Twitter, they said they 
will publicly disclose their 
"unanimous verdict" in the 
"coming hours," along with 
background information on 
the events leading to Satur- 


Islamists 

stopping 

refugees 

fleeing: 

UN 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) - 
Islamist guerrillas in northern 
Mali are stopping thousands 
of refugees from fleeing the 
conflict zone where they are 
fending off French attacks, 
the UN said Monday. 

An estimated 30,000 peo¬ 
ple have been displaced be¬ 
cause of fighting in central 
and northern Mali over the 
past week when the Al- 
Qaeda-linked Islamists 
launched an offensive into 
government territory, deputy 
UN spokesman Eduardo del 
Buey said. 

"It is feared that the num¬ 
ber of people affected may be 
greater as it has been reported 
that some Islamist groups 
have prevented people from 
moving south," del Buey 
added. 

The Mauritanian govern¬ 
ment has said that "thousands 
of refugees are on their way 
from Mali to the Mauritanian 
border," the spokesman said. 

The UN's World Food 
Programme estimates that 
500,000 people have been 
displaced in Mali since rebels 
and the Islamists took over 
the north of the country in 
March last year. 


DO NOT 



LITTER 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) - 
Fifty-seven countries on Mon¬ 
day demanded that the UN Se¬ 
curity Council refer the Syria 
conflict to the International 
Criminal Court for a war 
crimes investigation. 

Switzerland sent a petition 
demanding the move to the 15- 
member Security Council, the 
only body that can refer the 
case to the ICC but which is 
bitterly divided over the 22- 
month-old war. 

The signatories included 
many European nations, such 
as Britain, France, Germany, 
Italy and Spain. 

Australia, Japan, New 
Zealand and a number of 
African and Pacific nations 
also endorsed the initiative. 

Libya and Tunisia, which 
also saw Arab Spring upris¬ 
ings, also signed the call, 
which highlighted a UN inves¬ 
tigation that said there is strong 
evidence of crimes against hu¬ 
manity and war crimes in Syria 
over the past two years. 

The letter demanded that 
the Security Council refer the 
Syria conflict for an ICC in¬ 
vestigation "without excep¬ 
tions and irrespective of the 
alleged perpetrators." 

"At the very least, the coun¬ 
cil should send out an unequiv¬ 


ocal message urging the Syrian 
authorities and all other parties 
to fully respect international 
human rights," the letter states. 

Permanent members Russia 
and China have vetoed three 
resolutions which would have 
just threatened sanctions 
against President Bashar al- 
Assad’s regime. 

As Syria is not an ICC 
member, only a Security 
Council referral could start a 
war crimes investigation. But 
diplomats said the divide on 
Syria is so deep that no move 
by the body is now possible. 

Russia and China refused to 
sign the Swiss petition. 

The United States has not 
signed the letter because it is 
not an ICC member, but it does 
support the initiative, diplo¬ 
mats said. Other countries also 
said they could not sign as they 
were not ICC members either, 
the diplomats added. 

Russia has been the main 
opponent of international ac¬ 
tion on the conflict, which the 
UN estimates has now left 
more than 60,000 people dead. 

The Russian government 
reaffirmed Sunday that it op¬ 
poses any move to force Assad 
from power as part of any deal 
to get talks started on a politi¬ 
cal settlement. 



LONDON (AFP) - Prince William and his wife Catherine's 
first child is due in July, St James's Palace announced 
on Monday. The palace also said the mother-to-be was 
returning to full health following her hospitalisation last 
month with severe morning sickness. The brief update 
comes at a time when William and 31-year-old Kate had 
most likely intended to announce the pregnancy. Last 
week the duchess appeared to be back to full health as 
she watched a performance of the Cirque du Soleil in 
London for her birthday. The child will be direct in line 
to the throne after William and his father Prince Charles, 
and should become monarch regardless of whether it is 
a boy or a girl thanks to a change in the laws of succes¬ 
sion. 
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'Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 
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SUPERMARKET 


UNICASA 

Supermarket 


PALM BEACH #184 
TEI: (297) 586-8540 

Next to 

Grand Victoria Bar & Restaurant 
„ _ _ H _ ._ _ _ Close to the traffic lights 

Opening hours: 0j and high rise hotel area, 

I Monday^-Saturday, 8a.mr-12midnight / Sunday 8a.m - lOp.m 
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Health & Living 


Fast food linked to 
child asthma - study 


PARIS (AFP) - Children who 
frequently eat fast food are far 
likelier to have severe asthma 
compared to counterparts who 
tuck into fruit, a large interna¬ 
tional study said. 

Researchers asked nearly 
half a million teenagers aged 
13-14 and children aged six 
and seven about their eating 
habits and whether in the pre¬ 
vious year they had experi¬ 
enced wheezing, eczema or an 
itchy, blocked nose when they 
did not have cold or flu. 

The questionnaires — com¬ 
pleted by a parent or guardian 
for the younger children — 
were distributed in scores of 
countries. 

It marks the latest phase in a 
long-running collaborative 
programme, the International 
Study of Asthma and Allergies 
in Childhood (ISAAC), which 
was launched in 1991. 

The investigators filtered 
out factors that could skew re¬ 
sults, such as maternal smok¬ 


ing during pregnancy, seden¬ 
tary lifestyle and body-mass 
index, in order to focus purely 
on diet. 

They found that fast food 
was the only food type that 
could be clearly linked to 
asthma severity. 

Three or more weekly serv¬ 
ings of fast food were associ¬ 
ated with a 39-percent increase 
in the risk of severe asthma 
among teens and a 27-percent 
increase among younger chil¬ 
dren. 

It also added to the risk of 
eczema and severe rhinitis. 

In contrast, eating three or 
more weekly portions of fruit 
led to a reduction in symptom 
severity of between 11 and 14 
percent, respectively. 

The study, which appears in 
the British Medical Associa¬ 
tion journal Thorax, noted that 
to prove an association is not 
to prove a cause — but argued 
that a further inquiry was 
clearly needed. 


Important Information of: Dengue fever 



Dengue (DENG-gay) fever is 
a disease — ranging from mild 
to severe — caused by four re¬ 
lated viruses spread by a par¬ 
ticular species of mosquito. No 
specific treatment for dengue 
fever exists, and most people 
recover. But if you have a se¬ 
vere form of the disease, you 
need hospital care. 

Millions of cases of dengue 
infection occur worldwide 
each year. Most often, dengue 
fever occurs in urban areas of 
tropical and subtropical re¬ 
gions. 

Signs and symptoms of 
dengue fever vary, depending 
on the form and severity of the 
disease . 

Dengue fever 

With the mild form of the 
disease, you may experience 
some or all of these signs and 
symptoms: 

♦High fever, up to 105 F 
(40.6 C) 

♦A rash over most of your 
body, which may subside after 
a couple of days and then reap¬ 
pear 

♦Severe headache, back¬ 
ache or both 

♦Pain behind your eyes 

♦Severe joint and muscle 
pain 

♦Nausea and vomiting 

♦Sign and symptoms usu¬ 
ally begin about four to seven 
days after being bitten by a 
mosquito carrying a dengue 
virus. Mild dengue fever rarely 


causes death, and your symp¬ 
toms will usually subside 
within a week after starting. 
Dengue hemorrhagic fever 
More-severe forms of the 
disease usually begin the same 
way as the mild form (dengue 
fever) then become worse after 
several days. 

— a more severe form of 
the disease than initial dengue 
fever — can cause signs and 
symptoms of dengue fever 
plus: 

♦Significant damage to 
your blood and lymph vessels 
♦A decrease in the number 
of blood cells that help your 
blood clot (platelets) 

♦Bleeding from the nose 
and mouth 

♦Bleeding under the skin, 
which gives the appearance of 
bruising 


♦Death 

Dengue shock syndrome 
— die most severe form of the 
disease — may cause signs 
and symptoms of mild dengue 
fever plus: 

♦Severe abdominal pain 
♦Frequent vomiting 
♦Disorientation 
♦Fluid (plasma) leakage 
from blood vessels 
♦Heavy bleeding 
♦A sudden drop in blood 
pressure (shock) 

♦DeaUi 

Severe signs and symptoms 
may appear after your fever 
has improved. In a small num¬ 
ber of cases, people with a se¬ 
vere form of die disease die of 
it. Modem supportive hospital 
care decreases diis risk. 

When to see a doctor 

If you have any signs or 


symptoms of dengue fever, see 
your doctor. If you’ve recently 
traveled to a region in which 
die disease is known to occur, 
be sure to inform your doctor. 
Causes 

Dengue fever is caused by 
any one of four dengue viruses 
spread by die Aedes aegypti 
mosquito. These mosquitoes 
dirive in and near human habi¬ 
tations, w here they breed in 
even die cleanest water. 

Mosquitoes transmit die 
virus back and forth between 
humans. 

You can become infected 
w'itli dengue fever more than 
once. This happens when 
you’re exposed to a different 
one of the four dengue viruses 
from the one to which you 
were previously exposed. In¬ 
fection a second time is typi¬ 
cally what causes die more 
severe form of die disease — 
dengue hemorrhagic fever. 
Risk factors 

Factors diat put you at 


greater risk of developing 
dengue fever or a more severe 
form of the disease include: 

♦Living or traveling in 
tropical areas. Dengue virus 
transmission occurs year- 
round, although die risk is 
highest during a recognized 
dengue fever outbreak. 

♦Prior infection widi a dengue 
fever vims.Previous infection 
with a dengue fever virus in¬ 
creases your risk of a more se¬ 
vere form of die disease. This 
is especially true for children. 
Complications 

Most people with dengue 
fever recover widiin five to 14 
days. Some, particularly 
adults, may feel listless, tired 
and even depressed for several 
weeks to months after being 
infected. 

If severe, dengue fever can 
lead to dengue hemorrhagic 
fever and dengue shock syn¬ 
drome, diose who survive may 
experience liver, blood vessel 
and brain damage, as well as 
seizures 



Fully furnished studio apartments, walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day, week or month, excellent alternative for your next 
vacation in Aruba. 

Bubali #1 43, Noord, Aruba 


Phones: (297) 587-7482 / 587-6474 Fax: (297) 587-8448 


www.sasaki-apartments.com 
E-mail: sasakiapartments@hotmail.com 
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LIFE MUSIC DAILYFROM 7.30 TO 9.30 P M . 


The Perfect Location for ALL Celebrations 

?km uH 586 0786 for Reservations. 


Amazing views over Aruba, 

f Our Unique Location, Exquisite Italian Cuisine, Outdoor 
Warm Service and our Indoor and Outdoor tables make us 

, The Experience you can’t m i$$ 

Situated an the MM of Mudfafti&ana 
KigM neat tn the Catifivtnia £igMhau!>e 


RESTAURANT 


Ideal for Spectacular Sunset 
and views over Aruba Pictures. 


Open Daily at 8.30 AM 
serving a mini Breakfast, Lunch (11 AM ) 
and Dinner (5.30 PM ). 

Happy Hour from 5 to 7 PM. 



on your food selection. 


Sci-Tech 


Urgent C02 cuts may 
spare millions hardship 



PARIS (AFP) - Tens of mil¬ 
lions of people may be spared 
droughts and floods by 2050 if 
Earth-warming carbon emis¬ 
sions peak in 2016 rather than 
2030, scientists said. 

Climate researchers in 
Britain and Germany said 
emission cuts now would 
delay some crippling impacts 
by decades and prevent some 
altogether. 

By 2050, an Earth heading 
for warming of 2-2.5 degrees 
Celsius (3.6-4.5 degrees 
Fahrenheit) by 2100 could 
have two very different faces, 
depending on the route taken 
to get there, said their study 
published in the journal Nature 
Climate Change 

Policies that cap Earth¬ 
warming carbon emissions in 
2016 and then reduce them by 
five percent per year could see 
between 39 and 68 million 
people spared exposure to a 
higher risk of water shortages 
by 2050, Nigel Arnell of the 


University of Reading told 
AFP. 

This is the best-case sce¬ 
nario, though. 

In contrast, if emissions 
peak in 2030 and fall by five 
percent annually, the number 
who escape this risk drops to 
between 17 and 48 million. 

Similarly, about 100-161 
million people would avoid a 
higher risk of river flooding on 
the 2016-peak scenario. 

This compares to 52-120 
million people if emissions 
peak 14 years later, said Ar¬ 
nell, director of the univer¬ 
sity's Walker Institute on 
climate change. 

Under a scenario without 
any emissions curbs, tempera¬ 
tures could rise as much as 4- 
5.5 deg C, said the new paper 
which claimed to be the broad¬ 
est assessment yet of the ben¬ 
efits of avoiding climate 
change impacts. 

Global average warming of 
4 deg C would see almost a 
billion people have less water 
in 2100 than they have now, 
and 330 million will be at 
greater risk of river flooding, 
Arnell told a pre-release press 
conference. 

A peak in 2016 seems un¬ 
likely, with the world's nations 
aiming to adopt a new global 
climate pact by 2015 for entry 
into force only five years later. 


Kaspersky finds 
'Red October' 
virus 

PARIS (AFP) - Kaspersky 
Lab said Monday it had 
identified a new computer 
virus it dubbed "Red Octo¬ 
ber" targeting eastern Eu¬ 
ropean countries that 
appeared to be collecting 
classified files using 
NATO and EU encryption. 

"The primary focus of 
this campaign targets 
countries in Eastern Eu¬ 
rope, former USSR Re¬ 
publics, and countries in 
Central Asia, although vic¬ 
tims can be found every¬ 
where, including Western 
Europe and North Amer¬ 
ica," said the maker of 
anti-virus software in a 
statement. 

Kaspersky Lab said 
"there is strong technical 
evidence to indicate the 
attackers have Russian- 
speaking origins." 

Red October, which has 
been active since at least 
2007, appears to collect 
files encrypted with soft¬ 
ware used by several enti¬ 
ties from the European 
Union to NATO, it added. 

Kaspersky said Red Oc¬ 
tober also infected smart¬ 
phones and collected 
login information to test 
on other systems. 

Founded in 1997, 
Kaspersky Lab employs 
more than 2,300 special¬ 
ists and is a leading IT se¬ 
curity and anti-virus 
software company. 



SEOUL (AFP): This handout picture released by South 
Korea's Samsung Electronics on January 14, 2013 
shows employees using smartphone display screens to 
make a figure of 100 million in Seoul. Samsung Electron¬ 
ics said that global sales of its flagship Galaxy S smart¬ 
phones had topped 100 million since the first model 
debuted in 2010, cementing its dominant position over 
US rival Apple. 



DETROIT(AFP) - Toyota regained the global sales crown 
lost when the 2011 Japanese tsunami devastated its sup¬ 
plies as US rival General Motors saw its share of the 
global market shrink. Toyota first overtook GM as the 
world's biggest carmaker in 2008, a position GM had 
held for 77 consecutive years. A year later, GM was 
forced to restructure under bankruptcy protection and 
has shed a number of unprofitable brands. While the 
largest US automaker is once again making record prof¬ 
its, its sales have been hit by a deep downturn in Europe. 
Toyota maintains a much larger lead and has forecast its 
2012 sales will jump 22 percent to 9.7 million vehicles. 
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CROSSWORD 



CROSSWORD 


FREE Coverage on our website: 


www.themorningnewsaruba.com 


ACROSS 

1. Prince 

Charming's 

party 

5. Portion of 
pills 

9. Kegler’s coup 
14. Irish Rose's 


63. Famed 
toyshop locale 

64. Avoid 

65. Kind of arch 

66. Water jar 

67. Restaurant 
hand-outs 

6-8. Word before 


letter 

9. Like some 
cheddar 

10. Auto racer 
with the best 
starting spot 

11. Feed the pot 

12. “On the_ to 


THE STAFF 


35. Loves to 
pieces 

40. Spring bloom 
45. Neighbor of 
Mars 

43. Audiophile’s 
set 

51. “Ten_ a 



love 

step or stop 

El Dorado” 


Dance” 

15. 

Rends 

69. Robin's roost 

(Disney film) 

53. 

Fall bloomer 

16. 

Fifth 


13. Fumbles 

54. 

Feigned 


Command¬ 

DOWN 

18. Hamelin man 

55. 

Stubbs of the 


ment verb 

1. Streisand’s 

21. Pancake mix 


Four Tops 

17. 

Lanky ones 

nickname 

23. Creamed_ 

56. 

Presage 

19. 

Sacrifice table 

2. Help a hood 

24. Wave top 

57. 

_ dancer 

20. 

Put through a 

3. Polygraph 

25. Variety show 


(disco 


filter 

flunker 

26. Muslim VIPs 


employee) 

21. 

Procreates 

4. Olin of “Polish 

27. Widely 

58. 

Knowledge¬ 

22. 

Word in MPH 

Wedding” 

divergent 


able about 

23. 

Parts of 

5. Radio- 

29. Emulate a 

59. 

Assigned 


baseball 

controlled 

miser 


character 


uniforms 

plane 

31. Weightlifter’s 

60. 

House 

24. 

Crinkly 

6. Edmonton 

pride 


additions 


material 

team 

32. Entertainer 

61. 

Pants part 

28. 

Ruined, 

7. Broke a traffic 

Adams et al. 

63. 

Doze 


slangily 

rule 

33. Fraternal club 



30. 

Thing 

8. Serpentine 

member 

i 



34. Shark 

hitchhiker 

36. Table scrap 

37. “All I Have 
_ Is 

Dream” 

38. Demonic 

39. Former 
“Cheers” 
waitress 

41. The Nairobi 

42. “You bet!” 

43_ Esposito 

teammate 
44. Pee Wee and 
Della 

46. Poet 
Gallagher 

47. Exterminates 

49. Left a chair 

50. “Easy_” 

52. Gob 

54. Gradients 
57. Expresses 

with motions 
62. Two-fisted 
type 
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DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 1 

JAN 12-JAN 19 


O’stad : ‘ ODUBER. ’ - S.N. ‘ SAN NICOLAAS’ 


I 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 

Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel.587-4300 

EMERGENCY 

Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 

Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

A I Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Mever repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Finance 


Obama warns of crisis unless 
debt ceiling is raised 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - Pres¬ 
ident Barack Obama warned 
Monday that unless Republi¬ 
can lawmakers agree to raise 
the US sovereign debt ceiling 
the country could face a new 
economic crisis and global 
markets could go "haywire." 

"While I'm willing to com¬ 
promise and find common 
ground over how to reduce our 
deficits, America cannot afford 
another debate with this Con¬ 
gress about whether or not they 
should pay the bills they've al¬ 
ready racked up." 

Congressional refusal to 
raise the debt limit beyond its 
current level of $16.4 trillion 
could delay key government 
payments. 

Obama warned that this 
could include Social Security 
checks and veterans benefits, 
paychecks to troops, air traffic 
controllers, and the honoring 
of contracts with small busi¬ 
nesses. 

"Investors around the world 
will ask if the United States of 
America is in fact a safe bet," 
he added. "Markets could go 
haywire, interest rates would 
spike for anybody who bor¬ 
rows money... It would be a 
self-inflicted wound on the 
economy." 

The United States ran up 
against its current debt limit at 
the end of 2012, but the gov¬ 
ernment is using "extraordi¬ 
nary measures" to extend the 
limit until late February. 

Obama said any potential 
solution lies with the Republi¬ 
can House leadership, some of 
whom have demanded that any 
rise in the debt ceiling be 
matched dollar-for-dollar by 
deep government spending 
cuts. 

Lawmakers can "act respon¬ 
sibly, and pay America's bills, 
or they can act irresponsibly 
and put America through an¬ 
other economic crisis," Obama 
said. 


YESTERDAY’S 
Crossword Answer 



Republicans reacted swiftly, 
essentially ignoring Obama's 
demand to de-couple the 
spending debate from the debt 
ceiling and giving every indi¬ 
cation that the face-off will 
continue. 

"The president and his allies 
need to get serious about 
spending, and the debt-limit 
debate is the perfect time for 
it," Senate Minority Leader 
Mitch McConnell said. 

He added that fellow Repub¬ 
licans look forward to working 
with Obama "to do something 
about this huge, huge prob¬ 
lem." 

House Speaker John 
Boehner acknowledged that 
the consequences of failing to 
raise the debt limit are real, 
"but so too are the conse¬ 
quences of allowing our 
spending problem to go unre¬ 
solved." 

Boehner said the Republi¬ 
can-controlled House of Rep¬ 
resentatives will "do its job" by 
passing legislation to control 
spending and meets US debt 
obligations and would insist 
the Democratic majority in the 
Senate do the same. 

Obama also warned off the 
renegade House Republicans 


who are reportedly considering 
letting the US government go 
into default and actually shut 
down temporarily unless 
Obama agrees to dramatic fed¬ 
eral spending cuts. 

"The last time Republicans 
in Congress even flirted with 
this idea, our AAA credit rat¬ 
ing was downgraded for the 
first time in our history," said 
Obama, referring to the bitter 
political battle over the ceiling 
in 2011. 

A potentially bigger fiscal 
showdown is taking shape 
once again, with battles over 
the debt ceiling, the national 
budget and the fate of man¬ 
dated spending cuts all con¬ 
verge around the same time: 
late February. 

Republicans are smarting 
after accepting a year-end deal 
to avert the so-called fiscal 
cliff that imposed a tax hike on 
the richest Americans — a 
major concession for conser¬ 
vatives. 

But the measure delayed for 
two months any handling of 
the $100 billion in automatic 
spending cuts set to hit in 2013 
and that had threatened to 
drive America back into reces¬ 
sion. 


Saudi denies seeking 
to push up oil price 


RIYADH (AFP) - The world's 
biggest oil exporter Saudi Ara¬ 
bia denied on Monday that a 
five percent cut in its crude 
output was aimed at boosting 
prices on international mar¬ 
kets. 

"Fluctuations in production 
depend on domestic demand, 
which is seasonal in nature as 
it peaked in the summer before 
declining during the last quar¬ 
ter of the year," oil ministry ad¬ 
viser Ibrahim Mehanna told 
AFP. 

"Several challenges to 
growth in the eurozone and 
fears about the US financial 
crisis have affected the de¬ 
mand for oil," he said. 

He said Riyadh was "fully 
prepared to respond to these 
changes and reaffirms its com¬ 
mitment to meet the demands 
of its customers." 

"We are still firmly com¬ 
mitted to ensuring the stability 
of the oil market." 

Analyst Matt Smith of 
Schneider Electric said on 


Monday after markets opened 
in New York that a reported 
five percent drop in December 
Saudi oil production — about 
nine million barrels per day — 
was to "help support prices" by 
reducing supply. 

Global oil prices rose on 
Monday after the completion 
of a major US pipeline expan¬ 
sion project that will cut over¬ 
supplied inventories in the 
United States, the world's 
biggest consumer. 

In midday London deals, 
Brent North Sea crude for de¬ 
livery in February added 62 
cents to $ 111.26 a barrel. 

New York's main contract, 
light sweet crude for February 
or West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI), gained 66 cents to 
$94.22 a barrel. 

The Seaway Pipeline ex¬ 
pansion completed on Friday 
means 400,000 barrels of 
crude oil can now be brought 
each day from the oversup¬ 
plied midcontinent market 
around Cushing, Oklahoma, to 
refiners on the Gulf Coast. 



Dell shares soar on 
talk of going private 


NEW YORK (AFP) - Dell 
shares soared on Monday as 
rumors spread that the Texas- 
based computer maker was 
exploring the option of going 
private with the help of eq¬ 
uity firms. 

Dell shares were up more 
than 12 percent to $12.27 as 
the close of the trading day 
neared on the Nasdaq ex¬ 
change, giving the company 
a stock-based value of nearly 
$22 billion. 

Unconfirmed word 

reached investors that Dell 
was in talks to delist itself 
from the exchange and sell it¬ 
self into private hands, ac¬ 
cording to Meeschaert 
Capital Markets president 
Gregori Volokhine. 

Dell declined to comment 
on what it referred to as 
rumor and speculation. 

The stock surge was attrib¬ 
uted to belief in the market 
that taking the company pri¬ 
vate would require buyers to 
pay a "significant premium" 
to get shares, Volokhine said. 


The move, considered far 
from certain on Monday, 
would come as smartphones 
and tablets eclipse laptop and 
desktop computers as pre¬ 
ferred devices for lifestyles in 
which the Internet is increas¬ 
ingly accessed on the go. 

Industry tracker Gartner on 
Monday reported that the PC 
market saw shipments world¬ 
wide shrink 3.5 percent last 
year. Dell, the third largest 
PC maker, saw its share of 
the market shrink by 12.3 
percent. 

Volokhine expected Dell to 
soon make a decision about 
going private, a move he said 
would take several invest¬ 
ment funds given the high 
price tag. 

Shares of powerhouse Dell 
rival Hewlett-Packard also 
rose on Monday, increasing 
more than five percent to 
$16.98 as the formal trading 
day neared its close. HP sales 
dropped 6.7 percent last year, 
according to Gartner. 
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or Chocolate 
Petite Filet I 
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Argo 1 wins at Golden Globes 



failing to win a best director 
nod. 

Speaking backstage, 
George Clooney, a producer 
on "Argo,” admitted he was 
"disappointed," and that Af¬ 
fleck "should have been nom¬ 
inated" for the February 24 
Oscars show. "It's disappoint¬ 
ing, but we're not dead yet," 
he added. 

Day-Lewis, who had been 
widely expected to win for 
his turn in "Lincoln," had to 
make do with being the only 



LOS ANGELES (AFP) - Ben 
Affleck's Iran hostage drama 
"Argo" and musical "Les 
Miserables" were the big 
winners Sunday at the 
Golden Globes, while Steven 
Spielberg's "Lincoln" went 
home with a disappointing 
sole award. 

Affleck won both best dra¬ 
matic film and director for his 
movie about a CIA mission to 
rescue diplomats in Tehran in 
1979, while "Les Miserables" 
won best film, actor ( Hugh 
Jackman) and supporting ac¬ 
tress (Anne Hathaway) in the 
musical/comedy category. 

As expected Daniel Day- 
Lewis won best drama actor 
for his portrayal of Abraham 
Lincoln, but that was the only 
top award for Spielberg's 
film, which had topped the 
nominations tally with seven 
at the 70th annual Globe 
awards. 

And favorite Jessica Chas¬ 
tain meanwhile won best 
drama actress as a relentless 
CIA agent tracking down 
Osama bin Laden in Kathryn 
Bigelow's "Zero Dark 
Thirty," while Quentin Taran¬ 
tino's "Django Unchained" 
won two key prizes. 

But the night, to the sur¬ 
prise of some, belonged to 
Affleck, who took the top 
two prizes. 

The actor-director, who 
plays a CIA agent who res¬ 


cues six US diplomats from 
the Canadian ambassador's 
residence in Tehran in 1979, 
paid tribute to real-life agents 
and diplomats, including the 
actual character he played. 

"Really this award is about 
Tony Mendez. You saw him. 
He's an American hero. He 
represents the (US) foreign 
service making sacrifices 
every day for Americans. 
Our troops overseas. I want 
to thank them very much," he 
said. 

The movie has been ac¬ 
cused of taking liberties with 
history, notably by exagger¬ 
ating the role of the CIA in 
getting the US diplomats out, 
at the expense of the Cana¬ 
dian envoy in Tehran at the 
time. 

But it was a vindication of 
sorts for Affleck, who was 
snubbed in the Oscar nomi¬ 
nations announced last week, 


big winner for Spielberg's 
movie — which has also 
topped nominations for next 
month's Oscars. 

Former president Bill 
Clinton provided one of the 
biggest surprises of the night, 
taking the stage to pay tribute 
to Spielberg's movie and to 
the iconic 16th US president. 

"A tough fight to push a 
bill through a bitterly divided 
House of Representatives — 
winning it required the presi¬ 
dent to make a lot of unsa¬ 
vory deals ... I wouldn't know 
anything about that," he 
quipped. 

Tarantino's blood-soaked 
spaghetti Western tribute 
"Django Unchained" mean¬ 
while won two Globes: best 
supporting actor for Austrian 
Christoph Waltz, and best 
screenplay for the "Pulp Fic¬ 
tion" director himself. 



Jodie Foster awarded the Cecille B. De Mille Award life¬ 
time achievement 


"This is a damn surprise, 
and I'm happy to be sur¬ 
prised," said Tarantino, 
whose film tells the story of 
a freed slave (Jamie Foxx) 
who teams up with a dentist- 
turned-bounty-hunter a few 
years before the American 
Civil War. 

British songstress Adele, 
making her first red carpet 
appearance since giving 
birth in October, won best 
song for the theme tune 
from James Bond block¬ 
buster "Skyfall." 

"Hunger Games" star 
Jennifer Lawrence won best 
musical/comedy actress for 
rom-com "Silver Linings 
Playbook," while best origi¬ 
nal score went to Ang Lee's 
"Life of Pi." Scottish- 
themed "Brave" won best 
animated feature. 

Best foreign language film 
went to Austrian Michael 
Haneke's "Amour," which 
won the Cannes Palme d’Or 
last year. 

On the small screen, terror- 
ism-themed thriller "Home¬ 
land" and the quirky 
Brooklyn hipster comedy 
"Girls" took top television 
honors. 

One of the most intriguing 
moments of the night came 
from Jodie Foster. 



British songstress Adele 


Receiving a special award, 
the "Silence of the Lambs" 
star teased the Globes, hail¬ 
ing her female ex-partner as 
"one of the deepest loves of 
my life" — but then denying 
she was confirming long¬ 
standing rumors that she is 
lesbian. 

"Seriously, I hope that 
you're not disappointed that 
there won't be a big coming- 
out speech tonight, because I 
already did my coming out 
about a thousand years ago, 
back in the Stone Age." 
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5 Burgers Aruba: Now your best breakfast bargain! 


A favorite stop for a great 
burger for lunch or dinner has 
just expanded their hours and 
menu to offer some of the best 
breakfast bargains to be found 
in Palm Beach. Owners Aaron 
and Rosie Walisever are living 
their dream: a home on para¬ 
dise while welcoming all and 
sundry to their proud under¬ 
taking, 5 Burgers Aruba. The 
couple’s fanatical dedication 
to giving their customers what 
they really want has resulted in 
a unique menu from an inter¬ 


nationally known franchise 
with a “5”, which now in¬ 
cludes breakfast. 

“You never get a second 
chance to make a first impres¬ 
sion,” believes Aaron. Upon 
entering 5 Burgers Aruba in 
The Village Mall in Palm 
Beach, one is struck by utterly 
spotless surroundings and a 
smiling, friendly, attentive 
service crew. Of course, the 
main item on the menu is 
burgers-the way they were 
meant to be, thick and juicy, 


made fresh daily and 100% 
pure beef, the kind that made 
the hamburger a traditional 
American treat. 

However, beginning at 7 
a.m., patrons can now order 2 
eggs any style, (omelets with 
3 fillings are $7.99) toast and 
coffee with unlimited refills 
for the special introductory 
price of only $4.49, ($5.48 
with bacon) or All-you-can-eat 
pancakes, for $6.99, again, 
with free refills on fresh cof¬ 
fee. Breakfast is served until 
11 a.m. Famous for their fries 
made from fresh potatoes, 
Aaron has been working for 
months on devising the most 
irresistible home fries recipe, 
chunky and tender with skins 
still on; after much testing and 
tasting, he got the thumbs up 
from his harshest critic, Rosie; 
so this is another treat you 
have to try. 

A glance at their burger 
menu will certainly tempt you 
to return for lunch or dinner, to 
sample their famous specialty 
items such as the Gouda, 
Farmer’s or Man Burger (al¬ 


most 12 ounces of choice 
beef), and a Western Burger 
with Aarons’ secret-recipe 
crispy onion rings. All of these 
can be personalized with an in¬ 
credible array of toppings, 
(mushrooms, jala-peno pep¬ 
pers, bacon, cheese, lettuce, 
tomato... whatever, the list 
goes on) at absolutely no extra 
cost. 

5 Burger portions are 
ENORMOUS! Aaron suggests 
that even their small serving of 
fries is enough to be shared by 


two. He was very amused to 
watch a famous French chef 
demonstrating the best way to 
make fried potatoes on a gour¬ 
met cooking show and could 
only comment “He stole my 
recipe!” 

Try them the English way- 
with vinegar, and you’ll won¬ 
der how you ever ate fries 
without it. This same 5-star 
chef also swears by Gouda as 
the best topping for the ideal 
gourmet cheeseburger. 

5 Burgers is now open 
early until 10-ish at night; de¬ 
livery is available to both the 
high-rise and low-rise hotel 
and beach district at now extra 
cost for orders over $50. Enjoy 
a great lunch without ever 
leaving the beach by calling 
586-3904. However, we sug¬ 
gest you stop by and enjoy 
their authentic, heartfelt hospi¬ 
tality; it is not unusual for ei¬ 
ther owner to sit and chat 
sharing their knowledge of the 
island while making sure pa¬ 
trons are happy with their 
meal. 


Bon Dia and Welcome to Aruba! 


Whether you’re a first time visitor to the island, or you vaca¬ 
tion with us every year we invite you to enjoy one of the most 
memorable vacation destinations of your life. We know, 
we’re Divi Resorts and Aruba has been our home for over 40 
years. 

Divi Resorts has 5 resorts in Aruba, in addition to The Links 
at Divi Aruba golf course, and the Alhambra Casino. For years 
we’ve offered high quality all inclusive and timeshare vaca¬ 
tions; and over 40,000 members actively participate in the Divi 
Vacation Ownership Program. 

Many of our guests have found that one vacation to Aruba 
per year is simply not enough! Our solution: The Residences 
at Divi Village Golf & Beach Resort. 

The Residences are luxury full ownership condominiums 
nestled within the lush greens of The Links at Divi Aruba golf 
course. 


Make Aruba your second home! Condominiums from 
the $300s. 

You can now purchase your own condominium and still 
enjoy the resort amenities of the Divi collection. 

For more information about The Residences, visit our sales 
office located in the golf clubhouse at the Divi Village Golf & 
Beach Resort. 

For questions or to schedule your appointment to view a 
condominium, contact sales director John Kelly at (297) 583- 
9971 or email:sales@diviarubaresidences.com 

We hope you will soon call Aruba home! 


AMENITIES: 


Limited time: 

Eco-friendly electric car 
for every residences owner 


• Covered parking space with electrical 
outlet 

• Radio phone to call for transportation 

• Complimentary shuttle to beach, restau¬ 
rants, and the Alhambra Casino and Mall 

• Membership with RCI vacation ex¬ 
change program 

• Complimentary use of fitness center 

• Complimentary use of beach chairs 

• Beach towels service 

• 24/7 Security 

• Garbage collection 

• Green keeping 

• Condo Liaison on duty 

• Discounted green fees 

• Complimentary use of driving range 

• Preferred tee times 

• Divi managed rental program 

• 24/7 availability of front desk, mainte¬ 
nance and housekeeping services 

• Complimentary use of all amenities at 
Divi Village 

• Reduced pricing on all inclusive option 
at Divi and Tamarijn Aruba All Inclusives. 
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Football: Ronaldo 
wants to see out 
contract at Real 



MADRID (AFP) - Cristiano 
Ronaldo says he wants to 
stay with Real Madrid until 
the end of his contract with 
the club. 

The 27-year-old Por¬ 
tuguese striker's contract with 
Real runs out in June 2015 
but Spanish media have re¬ 
ported that he is unhappy at 
the club and may leave at the 
end of the season. 

The player has been linked 
to a move to Paris Saint-Ger¬ 
main or back to Manchester 
United. 

"I want to see out my con¬ 
tract at Real Madrid: I'm very 
clear about that. After that, 
well, I don't know what will 
happen in the future,” he said 
in an interview published on 
Fifa.com. 

Ronaldo, who joined Real 
Madrid from Manchester 
United in 2009, said he still 
believes it is possible for the 
club to win La Liga despite 
falling 18 points behind lead¬ 
ers and archrivals Barcelona. 

”We haven't started the 
championship very well for 
sure. We know that La Liga's 
an uphill struggle for us now, 
but nothing is impossible in 
football,” he said. 


"We're going to work hard, 
win games and see what hap¬ 
pens. And of course, there's 
the Champions League and 
the Copa del Rey too. There's 
plenty for us to win this sea¬ 
son.” 

Real Madrid are in third 
place in the Spanish league, 
four points behind second- 
placed Atletico Madrid and 
have dropped even further 
behind Barcelona after they 
were held to a 0-0 draw at 
lowly Osasuna on Saturday. 

They looked a shadow of 
the team that romped to the 
Liga title last season. 

Real Madrid will face Pre¬ 
mier League leaders Man¬ 
chester United in the first leg 
of their Champions League 
last 16 clash on February 13. 

"No team’s unbeatable, but 
when we’re at our best we’re 
a really good side. Manches¬ 
ter United have started the 
English championship race 
very well and are a long way 
ahead of the rest, but still, if 
we play the way we’re capa¬ 
ble of, we can beat them,” 
Ronaldo said. 

"To do that we need to pull 
together and play as a team, 
like we've done in so many 
matches before.” 
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Football: Messi keeps record- 
breaking Barca 11 points clear 



MADRID (AFP) - Barcelona 
set a new record for the best- 
ever start to a La Liga season 
on Sunday when a 3-1 win at 
Malaga allowed them to re¬ 
main 11 points clear of 
Atletico Madrid and 18 in 
front of Real Madrid. 

Ballon d’Or winner Messi 
scored for a ninth successive 
league game and then supplied 
Cesc Fabregas and Thiago Al¬ 
cantara for the second and 
third goals. He now has 28 for 
La Liga season. 

Barcelona have 55 points 
from 19 games with 18 wins 
and a draw, breaking the pre¬ 
vious mark for the halfway 
stage of the campaign which 
they set at 52 points in the 
2010-2011 season. 

"We're very happy to get 55 
out of 57 points, but logically 
it will be difficult to repeat that 
with the Champions League 
and the Spanish Cup to think 
about as well,” said Barca 
coach Tito Vilanova. 

” We have Atletico 11 points 
behind us and we have to go 
there and to Real Madrid so 


we can't just stop now, we 
have to keep going.” 

Willy Caballero in the 
Malaga goal was determined 
to show why his side have the 
best defensive record in La 
Liga and he robbed the ball 
from Messi's foot when it 
seemed the Argentinian would 
dance round him to open the 
scoring on seven minutes. 

He was alert again to block 
at the feet of Pedro Rodriguez 
but he could do nothing when 
Messi intercepted a poor back 
pass from Ignacio Camacho on 
27 minutes and cut back to 
avoid the advancing keeper, 
before sliding the ball home 
for the opener. 

The home side, who started 
the day in fourth spot, were 
struggling to create chances 
and it wasn't until a Roque 
Santa Cruz glancing header on 
37 minutes that Victor Valdes 
was first called into action in 
the Barca goal. 

Fabregas doubled the lead 
five minutes into the second 
period when Messi found the 
former Arsenal captain with a 


perfectly weighted 
chip on the left hand 
side of the area. 

He still had a lot to 
do but with a simple 
left foot control and 
right footed shot he 
slid the ball past Ca¬ 
ballero. 

Substitute Thiago 
wrapped things up 
with a left-footed drive 
after exchanging 
passes with the Argen¬ 
tinian with eight min¬ 
utes to play before 
Buonanotte's consola¬ 
tion. 

Atletico Madrid 
made it 10 wins out of 
10 at home this season 
with a 2-0 victory over 
Zaragoza. 

Portuguese midfielder 
Tiago Cardoso got a header 
and Radamel Falcao hit a 
penalty for the win that means 
Atletico stretch their lead over 
city rivals Real Madrid in third 
place to seven points. 

Real could only draw 0-0 at 
Osasuna on Saturday. 

Atletico controlled the 
game from start to finish and 
their early pressure finally paid 
off on 31 minutes when Tiago 
powerfully headed home a 
Gabi comer at the near post to 
break the deadlock. 

Ten man Deportivo La 
Coruna, who had Evaldo dis¬ 
missed with almost 30 minutes 
remaining, held on for an im¬ 
portant 1-1 draw at Real So- 
ciedad that keeps the Galician 
side a point ahead of Osasuna 
at the bottom of the table. 

They went ahead with a 
Pizzi goal midway through the 
first period but Carlos Vela 
equalised for Sociedad with a 
well hit, curled shot just before 
the break. 
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NBA: Lakers win in Howard's 
return 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - The 
Los Angeles Lakers celebrated 
Dwight Howard’s return from 
injury on Sunday with a 113- 
93 NBA victory over Cleve¬ 
land that ended the Lakers’ 
worst losing streak in six 
years. 

Howard, who was sidelined 
for three games with a right 
shoulder injury, scored 22 
points and grabbed 14 re¬ 
bounds as the Lakers ended a 
six-game slide. 

The Lakers hadn't lost six in 
a row since a seven-game los¬ 
ing streak in 2007. 

Howard connected on nine 
of 11 shots from the field. 
Kobe Bryant led all scorers 
with 23 points and six assists, 
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and played a key role in limit¬ 
ing Cleveland point guard 
Kyrie Irving, who scored 15 
points with seven assists. 

Bryant said improved de¬ 
fense overall was key for a 
Lakers team that had surren¬ 
dered more than 100 points in 
each of their past six games. 

The Cavaliers, whose 9-29 
record coming into the contest 
was the second-worst in the 
league, appeared to offer a 
good opportunity to end the 


skid, but they had shocked the 
Lakers in Cleveland in De¬ 
cember. 

Lakers coach Mike D'An- 
toni said the return of Howard 
was part of the improvement 
on the defensive end, along 
with the solid play of Earl 
Clark, who was making his 
second start as Pau Gasol re¬ 
mained sidelined because of a 
concussion. 

"It's a baby step, but it's a 
step," D'Antoni said. 



CORDOBA (AFP) : Russian Boris Gadasin competes on 
his G-Force Proto during the Stage 9 of the Dakar 2013 
between Tucuman and Cordoba, Argentina, on January 
14, 2013. The rally takes place in Peru, Argentina and 
Chile from January 5 to 20. 


Lance Armstrong 
apologizes in person 
to Livestrong staff 


AUSTIN (AFP) - Fallen cy¬ 
cling hero Lance Armstrong 
personally apologized Mon¬ 
day to staff members of the 
Livestrong cancer charity 
ahead of his much anticipated 
interview with talk show diva 
Oprah Winfrey. 

"Lance came to the Live- 
strong Foundation's head¬ 
quarters today for a private 
conversation with our staff 
and offered a sincere and 
heartfelt apology for the 
stress they've endured be¬ 
cause of him," Livestrong 
spokeswoman Rae Bazzarre 
told AFP. 

She added that Armstrong 

— a cancer survivor who 
founded the charity in 1997 - 

- urged Livestrong staffers 
"to keep up their great work 
fighting for people affected 
by cancer." 

Journalists staked out Arm¬ 
strong's home in Austin ear¬ 
lier Monday ahead of his 
interview with Winfrey, dur¬ 
ing which the disgraced cy¬ 
clist is reportedly planning to 
admit to doping. 

For years he has repeatedly 
denied taking performance 
enhancing drugs to win the 
Tour de France and other big 
cycling events. 

The announcement that 
Armstrong had agreed to an 
interview has sparked wide¬ 
spread speculation that he 
might finally confess to being 
a drug cheat after years of 
strenuous denials. 

According to USA Today, 
Armstrong plans to confess 
in the interview to doping 
throughout his career, but 
will not go into great detail 
about specific cases and 
events. 

It will be Armstrong's first 
interview since he was 
stripped in October of his 


seven Tour de France titles 
after the US Anti-Doping 
Agency (US AD A) said he 
helped orchestrate the most 
sophisticated doping program 
in sports history. 

Any confession by Arm¬ 
strong could have legal or fi¬ 
nancial ramifications, 

particularly among big-name 
corporate sponsors such as 
Nike that had loyally stood 
by him even as doping alle¬ 
gations grew. 

Since the International Cy¬ 
cling Union effectively 
erased him from the record 
books, Britain's The Sunday 
Times has sued Armstrong 
for more than £1 million 
($1.6 million) over a libel 
payment made to him in 
2006. 

It had paid Armstrong 
£300,000 to settle a libel case 
after publishing a story sug¬ 
gesting he may have cheated, 
and now wants that money 
plus interest and legal costs 
repaid. 

Armstrong's years of dom¬ 
inance in the sport's greatest 
race raised cycling's profile in 
the United States to new 
heights. 

It also gave the Texan — di¬ 
agnosed in 1996 with late- 
stage testicular cancer that 
had spread to his brain and 
lungs — a unique platform to 
promote cancer awareness 
and research. 

The Lance Armstrong 
Foundation has raised almost 
$500 million since its cre¬ 
ation in 1997. 

In the wake of the allega¬ 
tions, several top sponsors 
dumped Armstrong and on 
November 14 the Livestrong 
Foundation dropped his name 
from the non-profit organiza¬ 
tion he founded. 
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NFL: Falcons ground Seahawks , Patriots 
advance 



Atlanta Falcons wide receiver Julio Jones (11) works against Seattle Seahawks outside 
linebacker K.J. Wright (50) and free safety Earl Thomas (29) during the second half. 


ATLANTA (AFP) - Matt 
Bryant kicked a 49-yard field 
goal with eight seconds left as 
the Atlanta Falcons thwarted a 
fourth-quarter surge by Seattle 
for a 30-28 second-round 
NFL playoff victory on Sun¬ 
day. 

The Falcons blew a 20- 
point second-half lead but 
managed to hold off upstart 
Seattle and advance to the Na¬ 
tional Conference champi¬ 
onship game. 

"We knew coming into it, it 
was going to be tough. That's 
a very good defense" Ryan 
said of Seattle. "Luckily we 
made enough plays to come 
out with the win." 

Quarterback Matt Ryan 
tossed three touchdown 
passes en route to his first 
playoff victory for the Fal¬ 
cons, who had lost their last 
four playoff contests. 

Running back Michael 
Turner carried the ball 14 
times for 98 yards and fifth- 
year Falcons quarterback 
Ryan completed 24-of-35 


passes for 250 yards. 

Atlanta, who are the No. 1 
seed in the NFC, will host the 
San Francisco 49ers in the 
first of two games next Sun¬ 
day with a Super Bowl berth 
on the line. The 49ers ad¬ 
vanced Saturday with a win 
over Green Bay. 

In the late game Sunday, 
the New England Patriots ad¬ 
vanced to the American Con¬ 
ference championship game 
with a 41-28 victory over 
Houston. The Patriots will 
next face the Baltimore 
Ravens who edged Denver 
38-35 in double overtime. 

The conference champions 
will meet in the Super Bowl in 
New Orleans on February 3. 

Sunday's win could prove 
to be costly for the Patriots 
who fear they may be without 
star tight end Rob 
Gronkowski for the rest of the 
playoffs after he left the game 
in the first quarter with an arm 
injury. 

Seattle rookie quarterback 
Russell Wilson looked poised 


to continue his Cinderella run 
Sunday but his sensational 
season ended with Bryant's 
field goal. 

Wilson finished 24-of-36 
for a playoff team record 385 
yards with two touchdown 
passes and one interception. 
Wilson also rushed for 60 
yards and a touchdown. The 
defeat snapped Seattle's six- 
game winning streak. 

Marshawn Lynch finished 
with 46 yards and a touch¬ 
down on 16 carries for the 
Seahawks, who have lost their 
last four NFL playoff quarter¬ 
final games. 

Atlanta's defense held Seat¬ 
tle scoreless in the first half 
while the Falcons offense 
built a 20-0 lead thanks to a 
pair of touchdown passes 
from Ryan and two Bryant 
field goals. 

Wilson engineered Seattle's 
rally, leading the Seahawks to 
three scoring drives on their 
first three possessions of the 
second half. 

Lynch busted through for a 


two-yard touchdown to put 
the Seahawks ahead, 28-27, 
with 31 seconds left in the 
fourth. 

That set the stage for 
Bryant's game-winning field 
goal. 

The last time the Falcons 
advanced to the penultimate 
round was in 2004, when Jim 
Mora was the head coach and 
Michael Vick was the quarter¬ 
back. 

Ryan took over as the face 
of the franchise four years ago 
after disgraced quarterback 
Vick went to prison for his 
role in a dog-fighting ring. 

Tom Brady threw for 344 


NEW YORK (AFP) - 
Carmelo Anthony scored 27 
points and rookie Chris 
Copeland added 22 Sunday 
as the New York Knicks beat 
New Orleans 100-87 to snap 
a three-game National Bas¬ 
ketball Association losing 
streak. 

Amare Stoudemire added 
12 points for the Knicks, who 
had five points and 14 re¬ 
bounds from Tyson Chandler 
on the way to ending the Hor¬ 
nets' four-game winning 
streak. 

"They got into a flow. 
Carmelo got into a big flow 
in the second quarter and 
when he is flowing, their 
whole team is flowing," said 
Eric Gordon, who led the 
Hornets with 22 points. 

"They had a big quarter 
and they kept having big 
strides after that. We didn't 
play as well." 

The Knicks got off to a 
slow start, and trailed 29-22 


yards and three touchdowns 
en route to his 17th career 
playoff win as a starting quar¬ 
terback, moving him past Joe 
Montana into first place on the 
league's all-time list. 

Brady completed 25-of-40 
passes without an interception 
in the win over the Texans at 
Gillette Stadium. 

Shane Vereen caught two of 
Brady's touchdown passes 
while also adding a rushing 
touchdown to get New Eng¬ 
land back in the AFC title 
game. 

The Patriots edged the 
Ravens 23-20 in a thriller in 
last year's contest. 


after the first quarter. Then 
Anthony came alive, out- 
scoring the entire Hornets 
team 18-12 in the period. 

A free throw by Anthony 
knotted the score at 36 with 
4:19 to play in the first half, 
and the Knicks never trailed 
after that. 

"We were slow again out 
of the box defensively, I 
thought," Knicks coach Mike 
Woodson said. "We've just 
got to start the game better. 
That's what I'm concerned 
about right now." 

Anthony said the Knicks 
were determined to tighten 
up on defense after surrender¬ 
ing 29 points to the Hornets 
in the opening quarter. 

"We came back to the hud¬ 
dle, at the end of the quarter, 
looked up and knew 29 
points was definitely too 
many points," Anthony said. 
"We held them to 12, 13 
points and the game turned 
around from there." 


NBA: Knicks sting 
Hornets to end slide 
















